
DSCC Priorities for NPFC

In anticipation of the 8th meeting of the North Pacific Fisheries Commission
(NPFC) in Osaka, Japan, the DSCC wishes to draw your attention to the following
priorities for action as a part of our collective responsibility for the protection and
preservation of deep-sea ecosystems.

The DSCC urges NPFC Parties to:

1. Recognize that the North Pacific Fisheries Commission (NPFC) region is a global biodiversity
hotspot for vulnerable marine ecosystems (VMEs), specifically the coral forests, stony coral reefs,
and sponge gardens found on the seamounts of the Northwestern Hawaiian Islands and Emperor
Seamount chain; 

2. Recognize their obligations under the NPFC Convention, UNGA Resolutions, including UNGA
Sustainable Fisheries resolution 77/118 (December 2022) that reinforces the importance of
protecting deep-sea biodiversity by protecting VMEs, "including their associated and dependent
species", and the importance of effectively implementing the FAO International Guidelines for the
Management of Deep-sea Fisheries on the High Seas;

3. Recognize the need to take climate change impacts on cold waters corals into consideration
when ensuring the protection of seamounts and VMEs, including their associated
biodiversity, from significant adverse impacts on across the NPFC Convention area; 

4. Agree to close the seamounts of the NPFC Convention area to all bottom impact fishing to
ensure protection of " vulnerable marine ecosystems, including seamounts, hydrothermal vents and
cold water corals from destructive fishing practices" (UNGA resolutions 59/25, 61/105) given that
VME indicator species and taxa, and associated and dependent species, vulnerable to the
destructive impact of bottom fishing, in particular bottom trawl fishing, are observed or are
likely to be found throughout the seamounts of the Northwest Hawaiian Ridge and Emperor
Seamount Chain (Baco et al 2020).


