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DSCC Intervention — 10 July 2025 // Intervention on Draft Regulation 93 bis —
State and Stakeholder Consultation

Thank you, Mr. President, this intervention is on behalf of WWF and the Deep Sea Conservation Coalition.
It is important to ensure that this regulation on consultation reflects the values and principles required
for modern multilateral agreements. Currently, the ISA’s consultation practice fails to provide for
meaningful engagement, such as the ability to bring to the attention of the LTC independent scientific
information and participate in the rigorous testing of all scientific and other information provided in a
transparent process.

Stakeholders must be able to produce independent scientific evidence and participate in assessment and
decision-making processes before decisions are made, and documents are finalized.

We join Germany and South Africa in supporting the deletion of “potentially directly affected” before
“stakeholders”, and we support the deletion in paragraph 7 of “endeavour to” before “conduct
consultations”. Conducting consultations is key to this process.

It is very concerning that paragraph (2), the Contractor rather than the Authority, is granted the right to
establish the list of stakeholders.

We were pleased to hear delegations refer to BBNJ provisions on consultation.

Modern consultation practices are evidenced by the BBNJ in article 48, whereby all meetings shall be open
to observers participating in accordance with the rules of procedure unless otherwise decided by the
Conference of the Parties. Similarly, the Aarhus Convention ensures public participation in decision-
making, as well as access to environmental information and access to justice. Its Almaty Guidelines
provide that participation of the public international forums, including subsidiary bodies, should be
allowed at all relevant stages of the decision-making process, and that participation of stakeholders and
the public concerned should be as broad as possible.

We therefore suggest that this regulation be re-written on the basis of Articles 32 and 48 of the BBNIJ
Agreement, the Aarhus Convention and its Almaty Guidelines.

More generally, there should be opportunities for public participation in the LTC, and the ability for
Members and observers to make interventions, as there is in the Assembly and the Council. This is
absolutely critical for the Authority, both in terms of ensuring transparency and of ensuring that decisions
are informed by independent science, independent expertise in other disciplines, and a range of socio-
cultural perspectives.

Thank you
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