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DSCC Intervention — 11 July 2025 // Intervention on Draft Regulation 94 —
Adoption of Standards

Thank you, Mr. President. This intervention is being given for Oceans North and DSCC.

Much of the previous regulatory text has been moved to Standards, numbering dozens of Standards. This
amounts to sweeping issues under the carpet to seek to approve regulations that are incomplete, as
without Standards, the Rules, Regulations and Procedures are not complete.

The process for developing standards has not been set out. Without a policy on what should and should
not be in a Standard, it is hard to understand why some items have been moved to the Suspense
document and others not.

The Standards and Guidelines must be discussed in an open, transparent manner. If the LTC is to have a
role in their development, its meetings must be open and include the contributions and considerations of
a Committee on Underwater Cultural Heritage.

Finally, Regulation 94 must be read together with regulation 45 as Norway explained. The proposed
deletion of Regulation 45 paragraph 3 would allow the approval of an Exploitation Contract without
Standards being in place - in contravention of the Convention which consistently refers to rules,
regulations and procedures - not just regulations.

Thank you.
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