
 

 

 

 

DSCC Intervention –  23  July 2025 // Commemoration of the ISA’s 30th 

Anniversary 

Agenda item 11 - commemoration of the 30th anniversary 

Madam Secretary General, Mr. President, dear delegates, 

We are honoured to join you in marking the thirtieth anniversary of the International Seabed 

Authority—a significant milestone in the collective stewardship of our shared ocean heritage. This 

anniversary comes at a critical moment, as the ISA navigates growing pressure from industry actors 

seeking to push to mine humanity’s common heritage without adequate safeguards or scientific 

understanding. 

We are encouraged by the 37 members of the Assembly championing a moratorium or precautionary 

pause. It is crucial not to race ahead of science but to implement the precautionary approach and 

ensure that decisions made at the ISA serve humankind as a whole. 

Mr President: In these turbulent times, it is important also to safeguard the role of the Assembly. The 

Assembly is the supreme organ of the ISA, and the one place where all ISA Member States have 

decision-making power. The Assembly’s role in decisions around deep-sea mining must not be symbolic 

alone - it should be the place where the fundamental questions on the direction of the ISA and the 

future of deep-sea mining are discussed in an open, informed, transparent and inclusive manner. 

Should deep-sea mining go ahead at this time? Does mining the common heritage truly benefit 

humankind as a whole? These questions have never been debated at the ISA Assembly. The Assembly 

also has the power to set general policies on any question or matter within the competence of the 

Authority (under Article 160 of UNCLOS). Restricting exercise of these powers effectively excludes the 

large majority of States members with a legitimate interest and stake in the future of the deep ocean. 

We urge all States of the Assembly to take charge and allow this important work to proceed.  

And now, let us look to the future of the ISA.  

In the context of growing global opposition to deep-sea mining, it is time for the ISA to look towards 

new horizons and diversify in a way that is compatible with the sustainable development agenda. To 

that end, the DSCC commissioned a publication featuring four papers from leading ocean experts 

examining the opportunities, benefits, and role of the ISA under a moratorium or precautionary pause. 

The outcome is a roadmap that reimagines the ISA into a beacon of scientific innovation, equity, and 

ocean protection, positioning the deep sea not as a frontier for extraction but as a vast library of 

knowledge, capacity building, and sharing. You will find more information on the publication outside the 

conference room.  

This vision should be implemented together with the BBNJ Agreement, placing the ISA firmly in the UN 

ocean system.  
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We want to finish with a timely reminder by the International Court of Justice in the advisory opinion on 

climate change delivered today. The Court in paragraph 347 described the standard of due diligence 

required of States with respect to marine pollution as stringent and said that States have obligations 

under international human rights law to take necessary measures to protect the climate system and 

other parts of the environment, and emphasised the human right to a clean, healthy and sustainable 

environment. 

We urge States to heed this advice and ensure they take their human rights and environmental 

obligations seriously by adopting a moratorium or precautionary pause. 

Thank you. 

 


