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DSCC Intervention — 7 July 2025 // Draft Regulation 58 — Review of Plan of
Work

Thank you, Mr. President
This intervention is on behalf of DSCC and Oceans North.
We support DOSI’s intervention.

In the list of events that would trigger a Review of a Plan of Work under paragraph (1) of DR 58, we note
that (a)(sexies) allows an ‘international body’ to make a request for a review, but not any other
stakeholder. We suggest that this provision should be broadened to include an option for any concerned
stakeholder to request a review, in particular those who might be directly or indirectly affected by the
operation of the Plan of Work.

In paragraph (2), like Costa Rica, Nigeria, Brazil and Germany, we consider it essential to reinstate
wording that clearly requires reviews to be conducted by independent experts, rather than just
‘verified’, as the current wording states. Without a requirement for independent experts to carry out
reviews, this regulation relies too heavily on self-assessment by contractors which leaves scope for
conflicts of interests.

We also agree with France’s comments regarding cumulative effects and the need for a provision for the
suspension of exploitation activities.

Paragraph (3) should allow for the Authority to request that a Material Change be made to a Plan of
Work, in any instance where a review reveals such a need, as it previously did. In its current form, this
paragraph defers to 57(2) and (3), both of which only allow for the contractor to request Material
Changes.

We note that there is also no specific timeline for Reviews to be conducted and submitted, and we
suggest that this would be necessary, both for the sake of clarity and ensuring timely adjustments to
problematic situations.

Thank you
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