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About the DSCC

The Deep Sea Conservation Coalition (DSCC) was founded in 2004 
to address the threat to deep-sea ecosystems and species on 
the high seas from bottom trawling and other forms of deep-sea 
fishing. The Coalition is made up of over 130 non-governmental 
organizations (NGOs), fishers’ organizations, and law and policy 
institutes, all committed to protecting the health of the deep sea. 
Current priority areas of campaign focus are protecting seamounts 
from destructive activities such as bottom trawling and the call for 
a moratorium on deep-sea mining.
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The DSCC’s 20th anniversary this year was one of celebration; of 
working together across many member organizations to protect 
the deep sea; of reflection of all that has been accomplished 
to bring the deep sea to the world through science, advocacy 
and important policy fora; and of recommitment to catalyzing 
protection of ecosystems where so much is yet to be discovered. 
The publication of the 20th anniversary book, with dozens of 
testimonials and highlights, documented the incredible efforts of so 
many people over the past two decades. 

The event “Honoring the Past, Shaping the Future” at the 16th Conference of 
Parties to the Convention on Biological Diversity (CBD) meeting in October paid 
tribute to ocean advocate Kristina Gjerde and DSCC co-founder Matthew Gianni, 
both of whom have shaped the work of the DSCC and the narrative of deep-sea 
conservation globally. We were reminded that the wise words of Margaret Mead 
are both true and perhaps never more important: “Never doubt that a small 
group of thoughtful, committed citizens can change the world; indeed, it 
is the only thing that ever has.” The evolution of the DSCC, from a few people 
who believed more needed to be done to protect the deep, to today’s coalition 

of over 130 organizations, with vast 
tracts of the deep sea off limits to 
bottom fishing, is indeed a changed 
world from just 20 years ago.

In 2024, the DSCC refocused our efforts 
to protect deep-sea ecosystems 
with the launch of the Seamount 
Accord, asking countries to come 
on board to commit to fully protect 
some of the most diverse and 
vulnerable places on the planet. By 

convening seamount scientists in October, we were able to capture the stories 
of the people who explore and document these incredible species and their 
ecosystems. We also kept up our presence at regional fisheries management 
organizations across the ocean, reminding countries again and again of their 
obligations to protect vulnerable marine ecosystems from fishing activity. 
At the July meeting of the International Seabed Authority (ISA), the deep-
sea mining industry ramped up its reckless push to begin mining, but it 
was met with growing global resistance. An increasing number of states 
stood up for ocean protection and by year’s end 32 countries had joined 
the call for a pause or moratorium. Together with our members, we also 
supported an increasing number of Indigenous peoples to attend the 
ISA meeting. Their presence ensures that the voices of people who have 
depended upon the sea for millennia are heard, loudly and clearly. 

Back in 2004 we could never have imagined the progress achieved over 
the past two decades, nor could we have foreseen the remarkable shift in 
awareness, scientific understanding, media attention, and global interest in 
the deep sea. Today, we have the imperative to ensure that this success is 
doubled (if not quadrupled!) in the next 20 years. We can still stop industrial 
activities from destroying biodiversity that is not known to science, places 
that are known to ancient cultures, and the ecosystem from which all life 
emerged. With the new Biodiversity Beyond National Jurisdiction Agreement 
on track to be ratified by the end of 2025, the onus on countries to implement 
this new governance tool will mean that the deep sea stays in focus. 

As climate change wends its way through the deepest ocean currents, the 
DSCC will continue to gather and amplify voices, from civil society and 
scientists, to Indigenous peoples and state governments, calling for its 
protection to ensure this ecosystem can support future generations. 

Lance Morgan 
CHAIR

Susanna Fuller 
TREASURER

Sebastián Losada 
SECRETARY
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JANUARY. The DSCC relaunches 
its website to mark the Coalition’s 
20th anniversary, with a refreshed 
brand identity, enhanced user 
experience, and a significantly 
reduced carbon footprint.

APRIL. The DSCC hosts an “All 
Deep” event during the UN Ocean 
Decade Conference in Barcelona, 
Spain. This was followed by a 
high level event focused on calls 
for a moratorium on deep-sea 
mining, jointly with government 
representatives at the Our Ocean 
Conference in Athens, Greece.

JULY. The DSCC participates as 
an Observer at the ISA Council 
and Assembly meetings, with 
the Assembly reaching quorum 
for the first time in many 
years. Thirty-two states back a 
moratorium, ban or precautionary 
pause. The Assembly votes in a 
new Secretary-General, a female 
oceanographer from the Global 
South, signaling a cautiously 
optimistic shift in leadership.

FEBRUARY. The European 
Parliament adopts a resolution 
calling on states to promote 
an international moratorium on 
deep-sea mining. The Convention 
on the Conservation of Migratory 
Species COP14 in Samarkand, 
Uzbekistan, adopts a resolution 
urging precaution on deep-sea 
mining until science can ensure 
it brings no harmful effect on 
migratory marine species.

MAY. #DeepDay is celebrated on 
7 May, including with a webinar on 
the wonders of the deep featuring 
an all-star panel of young, 
female deep-sea scientists and 
academics.

MAY. The DSCC participates in 
the International Conference for 
Small Island Developing States in 
Antigua and Barbuda to support 
the push for a pause on deep-sea 
mining. 

OCTOBER. At a side event during 
the CBD COP16 in Cali, Colombia, 
the DSCC launches the Seamount 
Accord, a call to action for full 
implementation of the UN General 
Assembly deep-sea fisheries 
resolutions.

DECEMBER. The DSCC 
contributes to a “Blue Manifesto” 
for the incoming European 
Commission, highlighting the 
protection of VMEs as a priority.

SEPTEMBER. The DSCC launches 
its #OceanLifelines campaign to 
protect VMEs on seamounts and 
related features. The DSCC hosts 
an event during the UN General 
Assembly in New York, USA, 
highlighting the need to protect 
the deep ocean and illuminating 
the past two decades of scientific 
discoveries associated with 
seamount ecosystems and (as yet 
unfulfilled) policy commitments to 
protect them. 

JUNE. The DSCC analyzed bottom 
trawling activity by European fleets 
in European Union (EU) waters 
since implementation of the EU 
Deep-Sea Access Regulation.

JUNE. Last Week Tonight host, 
John Oliver, takes aim at deep-
sea mining, concluding “it is 
beyond time that we stop treating 
the deep ocean as something to 
exploit and start treating it for 
what it really is: a mind-blowingly 
vast, virtually unknown world 
within our world.”

© ALEXANDER SEMENOV© SCHMIDT OCEAN INSTITUTE
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The DSCC’s goal is the protection of biodiversity in the deep sea 
from destructive activities. Toward this end, we seek a complete 
phase-out of bottom trawling on seamounts and other vulnerable 
marine ecosystems (VMEs). 

In 2024, the DSCC strengthened its efforts to advance the implementation 
of 20 years of resolutions by the CBD and UN General Assembly, 
calling on states to “secure protection of seamounts and other 
vulnerable marine ecosystems on the high seas from the impacts 
of destructive fishing practices” (UNGA Res 61/105, 2006). 

Alongside the evolving marine protection dialogue associated with the 
Biodiversity Beyond National Jurisdiction (BBNJ) Agreement and calls for 30x30 
under the Global Biodiversity Framework, this created an opportunity for a new 
level of campaign activity and influence towards ‘full and final’ implementation.

Regional Fisheries Management Organizations
In 2024, the Seamounts Campaign put a renewed emphasis on informing 
decision-making in regional fisheries management organizations (RFMOs) 
with science and data analysis. We continued to engage with five focal 
benthic RFMOs (see below). In addition, we increased our reach by joining 
both the Central Arctic Ocean Fisheries Agreement (CAOFA) and the General 
Fisheries Commission for the Mediterranean (GFCM) as an official Observer.

Encouragingly, 2024 saw a continuing decline in bottom trawling efforts 
on high seas seamounts, oases for biodiversity in the deep ocean. For 
example, just one vessel reported bottom trawling in the SIOFA region, and 
at less than 20% of overall effort this represents a significant reduction. 
While no RFMO moved to comprehensively protect seamounts and 
other VMEs in 2024, the will to provide protection has increased.

Through member organization Oceans North, the DSCC has remained active 
in the Northwest Atlantic Fisheries Organization (NAFO), where seamount 
and other VME closures remain in place until 31 December 2026. Although 
NAFO’s identification and protection of VMEs remains ‘incomplete’, it provides a 
precedent in the recognition of seamounts as VMEs, and therefore the protection 
of all seamounts from bottom impact fishing. This approach should be applied 
consistently across all RFMOs responsible for areas containing seamounts 
and related features. Our joint priority is to see the continued protection of 
seamounts across the NAFO region and the development of other scientifically 
sound area-based conservation measures (OECMs) reporting in 2025.

In 2024, the DSCC presented submissions to the North-East Atlantic 
Fisheries Commission (NEAFC) Permanent Committee on Management 
and Science, including an analysis of identified bottom contact fishing 
activity in NEAFC VME closed areas and proposed OECM areas. These 
findings, subsequently confirmed by the EU, had a significant impact and 
were welcomed by the EU and the NEAFC Secretariat. The DSCC also made 
submissions proposing the designation of the Josephine Seamount as a VME 
closure, and on aligning NEAFC and OSPAR on marine protection criteria. 
In collaboration with member organizations the Pew Charitable Trusts and 
Birdlife International, the DSCC hosted a side-event during the NEAFC 
Annual Meeting, the first NGO-led side-event at the meeting in a decade. 
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New Zealand challenged the adoption of a conservation measure to 
protect VMEs across the South Pacific Regional Fisheries Management 
Organisation (SPRFMO) Convention Area and continued to obstruct 
its implementation throughout 2024. However, Australia, Chile, the EU 
and the US continued to reject New Zealand’s alternative proposals. The 
DSCC submitted papers to the SPRFMO Scientific Committee reinforcing 
the case for seamount and VME protection from bottom trawling. 

CBD COP16 in October provided a timely platform to spotlight the ongoing 
threat to seamounts from destructive fishing practices. A coral bycatch 
incident involving a New Zealand bottom trawling vessel on the Lord Howe Rise 
drew international attention following media coverage and rapid mobilization 
by the DSCC and civil society groups in Australia and New Zealand. COP16 
also saw growing support for stronger protections in the Southeast Pacific, 
including a Chilean proposal to close the high seas area around the Salas y 
Gómez and Nazca Ridges to bottom fishing within the SPRFMO region.

In December, the DSCC delegation to the North Pacific Fisheries Commission 
(NPFC) Scientific Committee made the case for VME and seamount 
protection, expressing concern and frustration with the NPFC approach to 
VME identification and protection. Responding to the failure of the Scientific 
Committee to agree a precautionary pause to all bottom fishing on the Emperor 
Seamount Chain, we issued a closing statement pointing out that this was an 
opportunity for the NPFC to align with UN General Assembly resolutions. Work 
in the region continues to focus on proposals to temporarily close all bottom 
fishing of the Northwest Hawaiian Ridge and the Emperor Seamount Chain. 

At the 11th Meeting of the Parties of the Southern Indian Ocean Fisheries 
Agreement (SIOFA), the DSCC called for full implementation of CBD and UN 
General Assembly resolutions to protect VMEs. We contributed to a follow-
up workshop and report on marine protected areas (MPAs) in Australia, with 
the aim of ensuring that any spatial protection initiatives by SIOFA and other 
RFMOs are consistent with best seamount science, existing UN General 

Assembly resolutions, and BBNJ 
Agreement indicator criteria. 
This resulted in precedent-
setting MPA criteria and benthic 
protection area recommendations. 
The DSCC also supported the Coral Reefs of the High Seas Coalition 
during its scoping of Saya del Malha as a potential high seas MPA.

In 2024, the DSCC was accepted as an official observer to the General 
Fisheries Commission for the Mediterranean (GFCM), marking a key step 
toward advancing seamount protection in the region. In collaboration with 
the Marine Conservation Institute, we mapped all Mediterranean seamounts 
above 500 meters and below 1000 meters, identifying 33 seamounts for 
protection and overlaying current bottom contact fishing activity across 
candidate seamounts. Through collaboration with other NGOs and the EU, 
the DSCC further refined and promoted its ambition for the GFCM to adopt 
a roadmap for Mediterranean seamount protection by the end of 2026. 
The GFCM Secretariat and the EU welcomed the DSCC’s presence at the 
Annual Meeting in November, encouraging us to enter regional dialogues.

The DSCC joined Oceans North and WWF as an observer to the Central Arctic 
Ocean Fisheries Agreement (CAOFA) COP. In partnership with Oceans North, we 
are working to secure protection for VMEs in the Central Arctic from destructive 
fishing practices and actively participate in COP3 and CAOFA working groups.

Over the past 20 years, the DSCC’s presence as an observer at deep-sea RFMOs 
is matched only by the EU. This means that we are uniquely placed to help RFMOs 
transition to a fisheries management approach which recognizes and pursues 
protection of deep-sea ecosystems in the high seas. We continue to consolidate 
our role to support and encourage RFMOs to be constructive, proactive participants 
in the BBNJ and Global Biodiversity Framework era of marine protection. The 
protection of seamounts and other VMEs at RFMO level will provide a critical 
bridge to future high seas MPAs, once the BBNJ Agreement comes into force.
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European Union
In 2024, the DSCC analyzed bottom trawling activity by European 
fleets in EU waters since the implementation of the EU Deep Sea Access 
Regulation. Shared with the European Commission and partners, the 
analysis showed 81% compliance with VME closures but also highlighted 
repeated incursions by vessels from France, Portugal and Spain. Those 
incidents were the subject of dialogue with the European Commission and 
relevant Member States throughout the year. The DSCC also contributed 
to the preparation and presentation of the Blue Manifesto to the incoming 
European Commission, highlighting implementation of the Deep-Sea 
Access Regulation and the need to prioritize protecting VMEs.

Securing our objectives through science
In 2024, the DSCC invested in science to inform and influence RFMO and 
multilateral audiences. In April, we reached out to multilateral audiences at the 
Decade of the Deep event at the UN Ocean Decade Conference in Barcelona, 
Spain. We undertook a comprehensive mapping of bottom contact fishing 
activity across seamounts in RFMO and EU waters; produced several science 
papers to inform RFMO discussions; and partnered with the Deep Ocean 
Stewardship Initiative (DOSI) to hold a global Seamount Science Summit. 

Our growing focus on scientific analysis has strengthened relationships 
with key decision-making bodies and increased our impact. Institutions 
like the International Council for the Exploration of the Sea, the EU’s 
Scientific, Technical and Economic Committee for Fisheries, and the 
European Commission acknowledged the depth of science the DSCC is 
contributing to the protection of VMEs. The transparency and sharing 
of DSCC analysis is forging new alliances and we have been formally 
invited to participate as experts in several consultations in 2025.

BBNJ Agreement 
While RFMOs are where the business of seamount and VME protection 
needs to happen, multilateral and regional platforms play a critical role 
in embedding these goals within the broader global ocean governance 
agenda and elevating ambition for marine protection. The Seamounts 
Campaign’s narrative and messaging builds on current political momentum 
around the BBNJ Agreement and the Global Biodiversity Framework, while 
also highlighting that protecting seamounts and VMEs is a foundational 
and precedent-setting component of ocean conservation.

The 2024 BBNJ/RFMO dialogue at RFMOs has created new opportunities 
and highlighted the unique ability of the DSCC to identify the pathway 
for deep-sea RFMO spatial protections in the run-up to BBNJ ratification. 
Advising and supporting those with high seas MPA ambitions at RFMO 
level is becoming an increasing focus for the Coalition. In this context, we 
have partnered with the High Seas Alliance, the Coral Reefs of the High 
Seas Coalition, and a range of member and partner NGOs to examine 
ambitious initiatives focused on spatial ocean protection, to pave the 
way for future large-scale protection proposals at key RFMOs.
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If deep-sea mining were permitted to go ahead, it would result 
in an irreversible loss of biodiversity and potentially impact our 
planet’s largest carbon sink at a time of global climate emergency. 
The DSCC’s position is that there should be a moratorium on deep-
sea mining in international waters until key conditions are met, 
including that the environmental, social and economic risks are 
fully understood, there will be no harm to the marine environment, 
Indigenous rights are respected, sustainable alternatives are fully 
explored and the International Seabed Authority is transformed to 
be transparent, accountable and inclusive. 

The BBNJ Agreement does not set any rules or regulations for mining at sea. 
The DSCC believes that unless deep-sea mining is halted, there may be little 
biodiversity left to protect by the time the Agreement is implemented. 

Overview of 2024
The year was marked by growing momentum towards a moratorium across 
a broad range of stakeholders. As the year progressed, new calls for a 
moratorium or precautionary pause came from Austria, Denmark, Greece, 
Guatemala, Honduras, Malta, Peru and Tuvalu, bringing the total number of 
governments saying “no” to 32. Indigenous peoples also continued to speak 
out, with 69 groups signing a statement calling for a deep-sea mining ban. 

Against this hopeful backdrop, the pro-mining lobby continued to mobilize. Text 
from the draft Mining Code circulated by the ISA for negotiation were riven with 
critical gaps and inconsistencies. Fortunately, the ISA Council and Assembly 
meetings concluded with no green light for deep-sea mining and the Mining 
Code still far from agreement. The Assembly elected Brazilian oceanographer, 
Leticia Carvalho, as the ISA’s new Secretary-General over the incumbent 
who had been a powerful force for mining, signaling a desire for change.
The swell of resistance has been driven by the DSCC’s targeted focus on 
campaign communications, leveraging a mix of legacy media, social platforms, 
and digital advocacy to maximize visibility and influence at key global events. 

We also further enhanced our organizational capacity, including 
through the appointment of a Regional Coordinator for our 
deep-sea mining moratorium campaign in Africa. 

Engaging at the International Seabed Authority
The DSCC mobilized around the 29th session of the ISA which was held in two 
parts in March and July 2024. At the March ISA Council meeting, states advocating 
for a moratorium pushed for inclusive and transparent decision-making.
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Attempts to hold closed-door meetings to fast-track negotiations on 
the draft Mining Code failed, and the process was widely criticized by 
governments and others as neither transparent nor neutral. The proposal 
that the ISA establish a 500–meter safety zone around mining vessels to 
prevent protests was rejected after opposition from several countries.

At the second part of the ISA Council meeting and Assembly, held in July, 
a proposal for a General Policy for the Protection and Preservation of the 
Marine Environment - the vehicle for a deep-sea mining moratorium - was 
tabled for a second year running by nine Member States (Brazil, Chile, 
Costa Rica, France, Germany, Ireland, Palau, Switzerland and Vanuatu). 
The proposal went further than the first attempt in 2023, with support 
from 32 states, however, it was blocked by a minority of states. 

For the first time in many years, the ISA Assembly attained quorum, 
with 94 countries accredited to participate in the meeting and another 
30 registering for proxy votes. This was a clear signal that deep-
sea mining and ocean protection have become a global priority. 

During the 2024 ISA meetings, the DSCC supported members and 
partners by providing guidance on communications, policy, legal 
issues, and logistics, as well as capacity building to strengthen 
their ability to engage effectively on the key issues.

In the wake of the 29th session, the ISA released a new negotiating 
text of the Mining Code to signal progress. This 256-page revised text, 
containing over 2,000 bracketed suggestions, was prepared with minimal 
transparency and revealed how far the negotiations remain from reaching 
consensus. If adopted under current conditions, the Code would simply 
greenlight deep-sea mining and the destruction of the ocean.

Related international events
At the CMS COP14 in Samarkand, Uzbekistan, in February, the DSCC coordinated with 
like-minded organizations and cooperated with governments to secure a resolution 
urging states not to support deep-sea mining until there is robust scientific evidence 
that it would not cause harmful effects to migratory species or their ecosystems. 
This sent an important signal to the ISA and a strong call from one multilateral body 
to another to exercise caution.
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At the 9th Our Ocean Conference held in Athens, Greece, in April, the DSCC co-
hosted a successful high-level event with the governments of Costa Rica, France and 
Palau, and speakers from nine states. Palau, France and Vanuatu announced their 
attendance at the forthcoming ISA Assembly and urged other states to follow suit.

The Fourth International Conference for Small Island Developing States (SIDS4), 
held in Antigua and Barbuda in May, offered a platform for direct interactions 
with representatives from 16 governments and 17 other institutions.

Precautionary progress around the world
In February, the European Parliament adopted a resolution calling on the 
European Commission, Member States, and all countries to promote a 
moratorium, including at the ISA, until the effects of deep-sea mining had been 
studied sufficiently. In so doing, the European Parliament expressed concerns 
about the Norwegian Parliament’s decision to open Arctic waters to deep-sea 
mining. The DSCC coordinated a suite of activities in Scandinavia and Greenland. 
Subsequently, in March, Denmark announced support for a precautionary 
pause. In October, a moratorium proposal instigated by DSCC members was 
discussed by the Nordic Council’s Committee for a Sustainable Nordic Region, 
resulting in the adoption of a resolution calling on Nordic countries to advance a 
deep‑sea mining moratorium. By the end of 2024, four more European countries 
were calling for a moratorium or pause: Austria, Denmark, Greece and Malta.
From Oceania, where deep-sea mining continues to be a contentious issue, 
Tuvalu was the sole country to join the resistance against deep-sea mining in 
2024. In March, at a “Platform for Deep Sea Knowledge and Governance” event, 
representatives from the four Pacific States currently sponsoring exploration 
licenses at the ISA were met with strong concerns from Indigenous and 
government representatives from French Polynesia, New Caledonia, Palau, and 
Wallis and Futuna, among others. At a Pacific Fusion Centre meeting, deep-sea 
mining was held up as an example of one country’s interests impinging upon the 
interests of another, or “transboundary harm”. 
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At the Western and Central Pacific Fisheries Commission meeting 
in November, the DSCC supported its member organization Te 
Ipukarea Society in the Cook Islands to submit a briefing paper 
on the threat deep-sea mining poses to tuna fisheries. 

In North America, the Coalition assisted congressional offices and senators with 
letters, legislation and briefings, and has supplied expertise for congressional 
and government briefings. Fifty-eight US-based scientists signed a letter 
addressed to President Biden providing context to the moratorium movement. 
The letter was shared onward with various government offices. In Canada, 
thirty organizations collaborated to send a letter to ministers critiquing 
Canada’s behavior at the March ISA meeting and urging more ambition. 

DSCC member AIDA has played a leading role in regional advocacy, 
helping position Latin America at the forefront of deep-sea protection. 
Thanks to coordinated efforts with the Sustainable Ocean Alliance, Peru 
announced a moratorium on deep-sea mining on World Oceans Day. 
At the ISA meeting in July, Peru was joined by Guatemala and Honduras 
as the newest regional champions for a pause or moratorium.

The Africa Group at the ISA has been actively engaged in negotiations, 
voicing concerns about the rapid push for deep-sea mining and emphasizing 
the need to safeguard both African economies and marine ecosystems. 
African delegations have also participated in key meetings like SIDS4, with 
more voices from across the continent including youth, civil society, and 
policy leaders increasingly speaking out against deep-sea mining and 
advocating for a precautionary pause. These stakeholders are leveraging 
Africa’s strong legacy in ocean governance and the Africa Group’s influence 
at the ISA to call for a precautionary, science-based, and methodical 
approach that fully considers all risks and the interests of all States, while 
prioritizing the protection of the common heritage of humankind. More on 
the potential implications of deep-sea mining on Africa can be found here.

Similarly, in Asia, the DSCC sought to increase support for a moratorium in the 
region. In Pakistan, connections were established with key government think 
tanks, opening new pathways for dialogue. In the Philippines, DSCC member 
Bantay Kita has been actively campaigning to identify new champions for 
ocean protection, linking the risks of deep-sea mining with the country’s long 
history of social and environmental challenges from land-based mining.
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The DSCC’s authoritative voice on threats to deep-sea 
biodiversity continued to expand in 2024, reaching key 
stakeholders and the wider public.

We developed a wide range of campaign materials, including social 
media toolkits, press kits, blogs, factsheets and briefings, to influence 
decision-makers, inform the public and support our member 
organizations. Deep-Sea Guardians, knitted deep-sea creatures or 
“Amigurumi”, were also created to gift to delegates at key events. 
These proved diplomatically valuable across both campaigns. 

We celebrated two decades of deep-sea advocacy by expanding 
our reach, reinforcing partnerships, and amplifying our influence in 
both policy arenas and public discourse. To mark this milestone, 
we launched a suite of celebratory activities, including the 
relaunch of our website, featuring fresh content, improved 
functionality, and a significantly reduced carbon footprint.

Expanding reach
Across our social media channels (Facebook, Instagram, LinkedIn and X) we 
saw audience growth of 252% with consistently high engagement. Activity 
peaked in July, during the ISA meeting, when Leonardo DiCaprio shared 
DSCC content, generating over 90,000 engagements on a single post.

Proactive media engagement tied to key campaign moments 
achieved over 1,300 media mentions and more than two billion 
impressions. We issued press kits and hosted several expert 
briefings ahead of RFMO and ISA meetings and international events 
such as Our Ocean. Our content and quotes were frequently 
featured in coverage that followed. We also developed targeted 
op-eds for African, Asian, and Latin American audiences.

Deep Day: marking 7 May 
as a global celebration 
of the deep sea 
Launched by the DSCC in 2020, Deep 
Day began as a week-long initiative to 
spotlight the wonders and importance of 
the deep sea. In 2024, 7 May was officially 
designated as Deep Day, establishing a 
fixed annual moment to celebrate the 
deep sea’s vital role in planetary health.

Under the theme “Undiscovered,” we 
spotlighted remarkable biodiversity and new 
scientific discoveries through a webinar, the 
digital release of our 20th Anniversary Book, a 
coral species-naming competition with the 
University of Essex and Senckenberg Ocean 
Species Alliance, and a social media toolkit 
with videos and ready-to-share content.

#DeepDay generated over seven million 
impressions, 10,700 engagements, and 
appeared in 940 posts. Online conversations 
highlighted deep-sea biodiversity, its role 
in climate regulation, and the threat of 
deep-sea mining and bottom trawling.
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At CBD COP-16 the DSCC 
announced the winning 
name for a newly discovered 
deep-sea coral: Thouarella 
aureolabyrinthea (“Golden 
Labyrinth”), submitted by 
Elizabeth Moore (USA). 

Chosen by a panel of 
experts, including Dr Michelle 
Taylor, Dr Jan Steger, Bibiana 
Nassongole, and Prof. Louise 
Allcock, the name highlights 
the coral’s golden color and 
intricate form, with hundreds 
of tiny, cylindrical polyps. Dr 
Taylor discovered the coral 
on Melville Bank seamount in 
the southwest Indian Ocean.
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https://www.instagram.com/p/C5Bmyx1s-eI/?utm_source=ig_web_button_share_sheet&igsh=MzRlODBiNWFlZA%3D%3D
https://www.instagram.com/p/C9xyTJGyp0W/?hl=en&img_index=1
https://deep-sea-conservation.org/introducing-a-new-to-science-deep-sea-coral-the-golden-labyrinth-coral/#:~:text=On%20October%2030th%2C%20at%20the,tiny%2C%20cylinder%2Dshaped%20polyps.


Seamounts communications reimagined
Our global seamounts campaign communications were reinvigorated during 
2024, highlighting the value of seamounts as beacons of biodiversity that 
support the health of the entire ocean. This shift in narrative has generated 
a more open and responsive dialogue across our target audiences, including 
supporters of the Seamount Accord, and created new opportunities for 
powerful deep-sea science and marine protection alliances and partnerships. 

The #OceanLifelines campaign was launched in early September and has 
both engaged and energized DSCC members and gained profile at national 
and international events, including the UN General Assembly and CBD 
COP16, through animations, scientist testimonials, and branded outputs 
that clearly communicate the importance of seamounts for the deep sea. 

Keeping deep-sea mining in the spotlight
Throughout 2024, the campaign secured influential high‑level support 
from celebrities including Leonardo DiCaprio and John Oliver, and 
significant media attention.
 
We produced high impact content to build momentum behind a 
moratorium urging decision-makers to reject deep-sea mining in order 
to protect deep-sea biodiversity. We also brought greater transparency 
to ISA negotiations through a web page for ISA negotiation highlights, 
including on-the-ground analysis videos. We also continued to 
update and operate our DefendTheDeep.org microsite as the main 
pathway for the public to engage with the moratorium campaign.

©
 D

SC
C

Deep Sea Conservation Coalition - Annual Report 2024 14

Communications and Outreach

https://deep-sea-conservation.org/resources/seamount-accord/
https://deep-sea-conservation.org/solutions/protect-seamounts/
https://youtu.be/qlbt0kcfAB4?feature=shared
https://youtu.be/TloZSQWxH0I?feature=shared
https://deep-sea-conservation.org/resources/dscc-updates-at-the-29th-session-of-the-isa-council-assembly/
http://defendthedeep.org/


The Board of Directors remained unchanged in 2024:

Chair - Lance Morgan (President, Marine Conservation Institute)
Treasurer - Susanna Fuller (Vice President Conservation and Projects, Oceans North)
Secretary - Sebastian Losada (Oceans Policy Advisor, Greenpeace International)

The Steering Group, which acts in an advisory role to the DSCC’s Board of 
Directors, comprises representatives from a select group of the most actively 
involved member organizations. In 2024, a process was initiated to review and 
update the membership of both the Board and the Steering Group to enhance 
diversity across several key criteria. This will be taken forward in 2025. 

The Secretariat continues to coordinate the ever-growing set of DSCC 
member organizations to ensure a common advancement of the strategy; 
effective collaboration in response to opportunities; and minimal overlaps 
or duplication. A new Netherlands-based Operations Director was 
appointed in April 2024. Since then, organizational development and 
management of the operations and global team have run increasingly 
smoothly and efficiently, with all essential systems in place or in progress. 
Our Seamounts Campaign team capacity expanded with the addition 
of two policy roles, a science advisor, and two communications 
roles—a global manager and a Latin America advisor. For the DSM 
Moratorium campaign, in July we hired a Zambian national based in 
South Africa for the newly created role of Africa Regional Lead.

The year saw a big increase in membership applications from civil society 
groups seeking to join the DSCC, leading to us closing out the year with over 130 
member organizations. Our new members came from Africa, Europe, North 
America, and Oceania, and bring a diverse set of priorities and perspectives. 

In 2024, for the first time ever, the DSCC itself also applied to become 
a member of two other alliances: the International Union for the 
Conservation of Nature (IUCN) and the Ocean Climate Platform (OCP). 
The intention is to open new opportunities to raise the profile of 
deep-sea protection with key decision-makers and influencers. Both 
applications are on track to be approved and announced in 2025. 
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https://deep-sea-conservation.org/about/governance/
https://deep-sea-conservation.org/about/governance/
https://deep-sea-conservation.org/about/team/
https://deep-sea-conservation.org/about/members/
https://deep-sea-conservation.org/about/members/
https://syndghana.org/
https://www.oceanoazulfoundation.org/
https://environmentamerica.org/
https://environmentamerica.org/
https://www.wildernessaustralia.org.au/


In addition to the in-kind support and collaboration of our civil society 
member organizations, the DSCC’s work is made possible thanks to 
the generous donations of numerous philanthropic partners. The DSCC 
does not receive any government or corporate funding, nor does it have 
any salaried employees; all team members work as consultants.

Accounts have been held both in the Netherlands and in New 
Zealand where we are incorporated. Additionally, a portion of the 
grant funding received in the United States is fiscally administered 
by DSCC member organization, the Marine Conservation Institute, 
according to generally accepted accounting principles in the US.

Annual Accounts, Netherlands holdings Balance sheet as of 31 December 2024 (in Euros)

ASSETS 2024 2023

Current assets 511.595 696

Cash & Cash equivalents 48.084 523.990

Total assets 559.679 524.686

LIABILITIES 2024 2023

Short term liabilities 555.679 524.686

Total liabilities 555.679 524.686

Annual Accounts, Netherlands holdings Statement of Operations year end 31 December 2024 (in Euros)

GRANT INCOME 2024 2023

Seamounts/Fisheries 802.336 590.120

Seabed Mining 1.288.542 1.656.902

All deep 202.307 -

Total 2.293.185 2.247.022

PROJECT EXPENSES 2024 2023

Administration 165.272 158.691

Advocacy and campaigns

Seamounts/Fisheries 445.234 338.796

Seabed Mining 434.896 562.061

All deep 116.662 -

996.792 900.857

Communication

Seamounts/Fisheries 208.242 154.312

Seabed Mining 440.866 450.739

All deep 24.139 - 

673.247 605.051

Coordination

Seamounts/Fisheries 90.744 54.738

Seabed Mining 146.177 174.928

All Deep 19.251

256.173 229.666

Partner organizations

Seamounts/Fisheries - -

Seabed Mining 178.700 352.756

All deep  23.000  - 

201.700 352.756

Total project expenses 2.293.185 2.247.022

Excess of expenses over revenue -  - 
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Annual Accounts, New Zealand holdings. Statement of Operations 
year end 31 December 2024 (in New Zealand dollars)

2024 2023

OPENING BALANCE 117.24 77,812.68

PROJECT REVENUE 2024 2023

Grants 0 0

Interest 414.36 804.32

Subtotal revenue 414.36 804.32

PROJECT EXPENSES 2024 2023

Administration 60

Consulting & Accounting 114.7 78,439.76

Subtotal project expenses 114.7 78,499.76

Closing Balance 416.9 117.24

Annual Accounts, US holdings Statement of Operations year end 
31 December 2024 (in US dollars)

2024 2023

OPENING BALANCE 185,195 47,042

PROJECT REVENUE 2024 2023

Grants 0 300,000

PROJECT EXPENSES 2024 2023

Administration 30,063 31,745

Advocacy 59,043 66,436

Communication 29,249

Coordination 55,143 34,418

Total project expenses 144,249 161,847

Closing Balance 40,946 185,195
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AbibiNsroma Foundation
Amnesty International Canada, 
English‑Speaking Unit
Antarctic and Southern Ocean Coalition 
(ASOC)
APECE - Portuguese Association for the Study 
and Conservation of Elasmobranchs
Asociación Argentina de Capitanes, Patrones y 
Pilotos de Pesca (Argentinean Fishing Captains 
Association)
Asociación Interamericana para la Defensa del 
Ambiente (AIDA)
Australia Foundation for Wilderness 
(Wilderness Australia)
Australian Conservation Foundation
Australian Marine Conservation Society (AMCS)
Bantay Kita
Beneath The Waves
Biological Conservation Research Foundation 
(BICREF)
BirdLife International 
BLOOM Association
Blue Climate Initiative
Blue Marine Foundation
CeDePesca 
Center for International Environmental Law 
(CIEL)
Centro de Conservacion Cetacea (CCC)
Centro Mexicano de Derecho Ambiental 
Citizens’ Institute for Environmental Studies 
(CIES)
ClientEarth
Coalition Clean Baltic (CCB) 
Conservation International
David Suzuki Foundation
Deep Sea Mining Campaign
DEEPWAVE
DEPANA
Deutsche Stiftung Meeresschut
Divers Alert Network Europe

Earthjustice
Earthworks
ecOceanica
Ecoceanos 
Ecologistas en Acción 
Ecology Action Centre
Endangered Species Foundation
Environment America (also Environment 
America Research & Policy)
Environment and Conservation Organisations 
of New Zealand, Inc, (ECO)
Environmental Justice Foundation
Fauna & Flora International
Fisheries Secretariat
Forest and Bird 
Friends of the Earth International
Fundación Cethus 
Fundación Malpelo y otros ecosistemas 
marinos
GEOTA – Grupo de Estudos de Ordenamento do 
Território e Ambiente 
German NGO Forum on Environment and 
Development
Gesellschaaft zur Rettung der Delphine e.V. 
Global Ocean Trust
GlobalChoices
Goa Foundation
Greenpeace International
Groupe d’Étude des Mammifères Marins’ - 
G.E.M.M
Iceland Nature Conservation Association 
(INCA) 
Inland Ocean Coalition
Instituto de Conservación de Ballenas (ICB) 
International Collective in Support of 
Fishworkers (ICSF) 
International Fund for Animal Welfare, Latin 
America (IFAW Latin America) 
International Ocean Institute 
International Programme on the State of the 

Ocean (IPSO) 
International Wildlife Coalition - (IWC/BRASIL) 
Jamaica Environment Trust
Jatun Sacha Foundation
Kenya Ocean Climate Innovation Hub
Kiwis Against Seabed Mining
Korean Federation for Environmental 
Movement (KFEM)
KYMA sea conservation & research
Ledunfly Philanthropy
Living Oceans Society 
LPN - Liga para a Protecção da Natureza 
MarBrasil 
Marevivo
Marinas Guardian
Marine Conservation Institute
Marine Conservation Society (MCS)
Marine Research Foundation
MarViva 
Mineral Inheritors Rights Association (MIRA)
National Fisherworkers’ Forum 
Natural Resources Defense Council (NRDC) 
Nederlandse Elasmobranchen Vereniging 
(NEV)
Nekton Foundation
Ocean Born Foundation
Ocean Conservancy
Ocean Futures Society 
Oceana 
OceanCare
Oceano Azul Foundation
Oceans North
Only One
Organización Conservación de Cetáceos 
(OCC) 
Orissa Marine Resource Conservation 
Consortium (OMRCC) 
Our Seas Our Future
Pacific Asia Resource Center (PARC)
Pan African Vision for the Environment (PAVE)

Parliamentarians for Global Action (PGA) 
Pelagos Okeanos
Planet Tracker
PONG-Pesca - Portuguese Platform of NGOs on 
Fisheries
Programa Restauración de Tortugas Marinas 
(PRETOMA) 
ProNaturaleza 
Quercus
RISE UP for the Ocean
Royal Society for the Protection of Birds
Sacharuna Foundation
Save Our Seas (SOS)
Sciaena - Marine Sciences and Cooperation
Seas at Risk
Sharklife Conservation Group
SHARKPROJECT
Sociedad peruana de Derecho Ambiental 
(SPDA)
SPEA - Portuguese Society for the Study of 
Birds 
SpeSeas
Strategic Youth Network for Development 
(SYND)
Sustainable Ocean Alliance (SOA)
TBA21 Thyssen-Bornemisza Art Contemporary
Te Ipukarea Society
The Carolina Ocean Alliance
The Ocean and Us 
The Ocean Foundation
The Oxygen Project
The Pew Charitable Trusts
Turkish Marine Research Foundation (TUDAV)
WeMove Europe
Whale and Dolphin Conservation
Wildlife Conservation Society
World Forum of Fisher Peoples (WFFP)
WWF
Youth and Environment Europe
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CONTACT US
info@deep-sea-conservation.org
https://deep-sea-conservation.org

Twitter: @deepseaconserve
Instagram: @deep_sea_conserve
Facebook: @DeepSeaConservationCoalition
LinkedIn: Deep Sea Conservation Coalition
BlueSky: @deepseaconserve.bsky.social

Deep Sea Conservation Coalition
Postbus 5981
1040LD Amsterdam
Netherlands

The DSCC is registered with the 
Netherlands trade register under 
number 59473460, and holds the 
Dutch tax number 853509542.


