
Protecting Vulnerable  
Marine Ecosystems

Since 2004, United Nations’ (UN) General 
Assembly resolutions have mandated 
global action to protect Vulnerable Marine 
Ecosystems, such as seamounts, from deep-
sea bottom trawling. The landmark 61/105 
resolution in 2006 called on States to “take 
action immediately…and consistent with the 
precautionary approach and ecosystem 
approaches, to sustainably manage fish stocks 
and protect VMEs including seamounts, 
hydrothermal vents and cold-water corals, from 
destructive fishing practices.” 

The UN General Assembly has been monitoring 
the progress of States and Regional Fisheries 
Management Organizations (RFMOs) through 
a series of reviews for over two decades but 
seamounts and their incredible biodiversity 
remain at risk. In 2015, the UN First World 
Ocean Assessment emphasized the many 
threats posed by bottom trawling to biological 
communities on seamounts and other 
submarine features (Chapter 51) and the UN 
Second World Ocean Assessment in 2021 
confirmed that “fishing, especially bottom 
trawling, constitutes the greatest current threat 
to seamount ecosystems”. 

Seamounts: Oases of  
Life in Our Ocean

Seamounts are biodiversity hotspots in the 
open ocean. They provide habitat, feeding and 
breeding grounds, and migratory pathways for 
a vast array of species including turtles, whales, 
sharks, seabirds. They also support some of 
the oldest organisms on our planet, with some 
fragile coral seamount ecosystems thought to 
be over 4,000 years old. 

Explorations of seamounts consistently return 
with the discovery of hundreds of species 
believed to be new to science. Less than one 
percent of seamounts globally have been 
explored and studied; the volume of discoveries 
from such a small percentage of seamounts 
illustrates the vast biodiversity they host, and 
the urgent need for their protection to preserve 
as-yet-undiscovered species which could play 
a vital role in the health of the ocean and planet.

Decades of Habitat Destruction

Despite their immense value, seamounts have 
been subjected to destructive fishing practices 
for decades. Given the interconnectedness 
of these fragile ecosystems, damage to 
one habitat or species has widespread 
consequences across many different areas, 
species, and ecological communities from 
the seafloor to the seabirds above the water. 
These impacts threaten ocean biodiversity and 
jeopardize the vital services the ocean provides 
to humanity including carbon sequestration, the 
discovery of new medicines, and food security.
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https://www.un.org/regularprocess/woa2launch


Timeline for Engagement

The 2026 UN Bottom Fisheries Workshop and Review and the negotiation of the UN General 
Assembly Sustainable Fisheries Resolution is a timely moment to activate an end to bottom trawling 
on seamounts in areas beyond national jurisdiction (ABNJ) by the end of 2026, with full and final 
phase out of bottom trawling on seamounts by the end of 2027. A clear and timebound deadline is 
imperative to ensure the protection of seamounts and their extraordinary biodiversity.
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1.  “Actions taken by States and regional fisheries management organizations and arrangements in response to relevant 
paragraphs of General Assembly resolutions 64/72, 66/68, and 77/118 on sustainable fisheries, addressing the impacts of 
bottom fishing on vulnerable marine ecosystems and the long-term sustainability of deep-sea fish stocks”.

2026 UN Bottom Fisheries Review Process and Timeline

Date Process Options for input / participation

5 June 2026 Secretary General’s Bottom 
Fisheries Review report published. 1 

8 June 2026 UN Third World Ocean 
Assessment published. 

13 - 14 July 2026 UN Bottom Fishing Workshop. Attend the meeting at the UN 
Headquarters in New York and deliver a 
statement.

Late August  
or early  
September 2026 
(date TBC)

Circulation of zero draft of the 
UN General Assembly Sustainable 
Fisheries Resolution by facilitator of 
the negotiations.

Prepare a short submission to the 
facilitator of the resolution, focusing on 
the inclusion of an end date for bottom 
trawl fishing on seamounts in ABNJ. 

October 2026 Circulation of draft resolution with 
written proposals in the draft from 
countries with attribution.

Consultations with like-minded States 
and others.

29 October -  
6 November 2026

Sustainable Fisheries Resolution 
negotiations, including UN General 
Assembly review of bottom 
fisheries management to protect 
Vulnerable Marine Ecosystems and 
biodiversity. 

Attend the meeting at the UN 
Headquarters in New York to negotiate 
the text of the new UN General 
Assembly Sustainable Fisheries 
Resolution (two days are expected to 
be dedicated to reviewing previous 
resolutions on bottom fisheries in ABNJ).

Ensure the Resolution text includes a 
deadline to end bottom trawling on 
seamounts in ABNJ by the end of 2026, 
with full and final implementation by the 
end of 2027.
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https://www.un.org/depts/los/reference_files/Fishing/AdvanceUneditedReportingMaterialBottomFishing2026.pdf
https://www.un.org/depts/los/reference_files/Fishing/AdvanceUneditedReportingMaterialBottomFishing2026.pdf
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https://www.un.org/depts/los/reference_files/Fishing/AdvanceUneditedReportingMaterialBottomFishing2026.pdf
https://www.un.org/regularprocess/woa3
https://www.un.org/regularprocess/woa3
https://www.un.org/depts/los/bottom_fishing_workshop.htm


For more information, please contact: 
DSCC Global Seamount Campaign Director, Bronwen Golder

bronwen@deep-sea-conservation.org
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Recommendations

The Deep Sea Conservation Coalition (DSCC) has been acting on concerns raised by scientists 
and States over the harmful impacts of deep-sea bottom trawling on seamounts and deep-sea 
ecosystems since 2004. This year, as UN General Assembly members once again review the actions 
taken by States and RFMOs to protect seamounts and other Vulnerable Marine Ecosystems from 
destructive fishing practices, the DSCC urges States to take the following steps:

1.	 Ensure the participation of your fisheries, environment, and ocean officials in the UN Bottom 
Fisheries Review Workshop (July 13-14, New York).

2.	 Ensure your government proactively engages in the negotiation and adoption of a UN General 
Assembly fisheries resolution that explicitly calls for activating an end to bottom trawling on 
seamounts in ABNJ by the end of 2026, with full and final implementation by the end of 2027.

About the DSCC

The DSCC was founded in 2004 in response to international concerns over the harmful impacts of 
deep-sea bottom trawling. Today, more than 140 NGOs, fishers’ associations, and law and policy 
institutes worldwide are working together under the umbrella of the DSCC to ensure the protection 
of vulnerable deep-sea ecosystems. We have two main goals:

•	 To remove and mitigate the greatest threats to life in the deep sea

•	 To safeguard the long-term health, integrity and resilience of deep-sea ecosystems
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