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Leveraging Multilateral Pathways
and International Commitments
to Accelerate Seamount Protection

Introduction

Seamounts are irreplaceable oases of
biodiversity in the deep sea. Covering an
estimated 21% of Earth’s seafloor, they support
countless habitats and species. Despite their
intrinsic value, seamounts have been the target
of destructive fishing practices, such as bottom
trawling, for decades.

Yet the tide is turning toward seamount
protection. A growing wave of commitments to
protect seamounts and other Vulnerable Marine
Ecosystems from destructive fishing practices
will feed into the 2026 United Nations’ (UN)
Bottom Fisheries Workshop and Review.

They affirm the importance and urgency of
implementing a generation of UN General
Assembly resolutions.

Pathways to Protection

Recent decisions by major international
bodies demonstrate an overwhelming global
consensus that bottom trawling on seamounts
is incompatible with marine biodiversity
governance and protection:

* The International Union for Conservation
of Nature (IUCN) World Conservation
Congress Resolution 8.032 - Protecting
Seamounts and Vulnerable Marine
Ecosystems from Destructive Fishing
Practices (Adopted October 2025).

The resolution explicitly calls for a phase-
out of bottom trawling on seamounts
by the end of 2026, establishing a clear,

State-backed consensus to eliminate
destructive fishing practices from these
critical biological hotspots. The Motion
was supported by 95% of States and
government agency members, and 99% of
non-governmental organizations (NGOs)
and Indigenous Peoples’ organizations,
reflecting strong global consensus.

« Convention on Migratory Species (CMS)
COP15 Resolution and Decision 25.3.3
Conserving Seamount Ecosystems
(Adopted March 2026). This resolution
prioritizes seamount protection from
overfishing and destructive practices,
directly linking benthic habitat destruction
to the health of pelagic and migratory
species, bridging a vital regulatory gap
between deep-sea fishing and open-ocean
megafauna connectivity.

International Commitments

A phase-out deadline for bottom trawling is
robustly supported by a number of international
legal instruments. The historic BBNJ Agreement
or High Seas Treaty (formally the Agreement

on Marine Biological Diversity of Areas Beyond
National Jurisdiction) under the United Nations
Convention on the Law of the Sea (UNCLOS)
aims to protect High Seas marine biodiversity
and ecosystems, including seamounts and
other Vulnerable Marine Ecosystems. The
Agreement recognizes the interconnectedness
of ocean biodiversity, encompassing vulnerable
ecosystems, features, and species across

the ocean. Together with the UN Fish Stocks
Agreement, it provides clear legal support for
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protecting biodiversity in areas beyond
national jurisdiction (ABNJ) by phasing out
destructive fishing practices on seamounts.

®

The UN Fish Stocks Agreement

The 1995 UN Fish Stocks Agreement
obligates States to manage fisheries
in ABNJ apply the precautionary
approach, protect biodiversity in the
marine environment, and protect
habitats of special concern, such as
seamounts.

The BBNJ Agreement (Adopted 2023)
More than half of all known

seamounts are located in ABNJ. The
BBNJ Agreement has adopted the
precautionary principle or approach,
along with objectives to conserve and
sustainably use marine biodiversity,
build ecosystem resilience and
maintain and restore ecosystem
integrity in ABNJ.

Kunming-Montreal Global
Biodiversity Framework (GBF)
Seamounts represent an estimated 21%
of the global ocean floor. Supporting

a deadline to end bottom trawling on
seamounts in ABNJ would advance
progress towards the achievement of
key GBF targets, including to protect
30% of marine and coastal ecosystems
by 2030 (30x30).

Sustainable Development Goal 14
Phasing out bottom trawling on
seamounts in ABNJ would support
implementation of UN Sustainable
Development Goal 14 to conserve and
sustainably use the world’s ocean, seas,
and marine resources by 2030.

Recommendations

During the 2026 UN Bottom Fisheries Workshop
and Review, States can leverage multilateral
pathways and international commitments to
protect seamounts by:

1.

Activating an End to Bottom Trawling on
Seamounts: The Deep Sea Conservation
Coalition (DSCC) calls for the activation of
an end to bottom trawling on seamounts in
ABNJ by the end of 2026, with full and final
implementation by the end of 2027.

Managing Seamounts as Vulnerable Marine
Ecosystems: The DSCC urges RFMOs

to recognize the UN General Assembly’s
identification of seamounts as Vulnerable
Marine Ecosystems, and to protect them in line
with the Food and Agriculture Organization’s
(FAQ) Deep-Sea Fisheries Guidelines.

. Rejecting Proposals to Undermine Seamount

Protection: States should reject any proposals
by RFMO members that seek to authorize

or rationalize the continued destruction of
seamounts through bottom trawling.

. Applying the Precautionary Principle

and Ecosystem Approach: The DSCC calls
for the consistent application of both the
precautionary principle and the ecosystem
approach to safeguard seamounts and other
vulnerable marine habitats and species.

Taking Global Accountability in RFMOs:
States that are party to the BBNJ Agreement
should implement its provisions to advance its
objectives, both when engaging in decision-
making within RFMOs and other relevant
bodies, and through the Treaty itself.

For more information, please contact:
DSCC Global Seamount Campaign Director, Bronwen Golder

bronwen@deep-sea-conservation.org
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